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Principal’s Message 

As we come to the end of another academic year we take this opportunity to look back 

on the many highlights of 2017-2018.  You will be aware of the huge breadth of events 

and activities that have taken place throughout the year and this newsletter allows us to 

offer a mini compilation as the summer holidays beckon.  Our annual report is currently 

being compiled and once finalised will be available for viewing on our website.  Please 

ensure you log-on and view this informative report which gives you further insights into 

the many happenings and  activities in our school, together with detailed information on 

a subject by subject basis. 

Our student population for 2017-2018 was 1,045 students and while it is always        

heartening to see parents continue to entrust their daughters to us unfortunately we 

have reached maximum   capacity and has such will have to restrict intake for the next number of years—until we 

get additional  accommodation.   I am deeply proud of our reputation as an open, inclusive school dedicated to 

excellence in teaching and learning. However our  existing campus limits our ability to continue to grow.  Plans are 

currently being drafted for additional accommodation and we hope the Department of Education and Skills will 

look favourably on our application. 
 

As always in a school of this size we experienced loss side by side with the energies only a school can produce. 

Mother Elizabeth Martin, former Principal of St. Leo’s College passed away in October and Sr. Philomena Griffin, a 

loyal friend of the school entered eternal life in April.  In  January, we were devastated at the loss of  our dear   

former colleague Sheelagh Shore. As a Home Economics teacher, Sheelagh radiated goodness and kindness  in 

every aspect of her life and is so sadly missed by all who knew her—students, colleagues and friends. We extend 

our deepest sympathy to her husband Philip and her three daughters, all of whom were past pupils of our school.  

In our school community we lost three parents, John Murphy, Harry Forbes and Joanna Brennan—all too young 

and each one a huge loss to their families. Elma O Connell’s dad Jim, passed away in November and Sr. Nora’s 

brother Christy in  December. We also remember any member of our school community who lost loved ones     

especially grandparents who are so important in the lives of our students. We equally think of those who are     

unwell and dealing with the burden of illness. “I will not forget you, I have carved you on the palm of my hand”. 

To all State Examinees we wish you every success as you prepare to take your exams.  This is your moment to 

shine!  However, remember results don’t define you.  Keep calm, it’s just an exam!  

I thank each one of you—staff, parents, guardians, students  for your support throughout the year and wish all a 

happy and restful summer. 

   

    
 
       

Throughout the year don’t forget to keep checking our website for news and events. 
Also why not follow us on Twitter or download our App. 

 

Clare Ryan 
Principal 



O ur student Leadership team for 2017-18 was      
invested during our Mercy Day Mass in the  

Cathedral in September.  Once again,  those chosen 
served with distinction and pride throughout the 
year.   
We take this opportunity to convey to all students 
who have served in any leadership  capacity during 
the year, Head Girls, Prefects, Meitheal, SRC, Sports 
Coaches, Library Assistants etc. our sincere thanks for 
your invaluable assistance.  You were role models for 
your peers and contributed significantly to the life of 
the school.  Continue to be leading lights in all you 

 

G raduation for the Class of 

2018 took place on Tuesday 

22 May with mass celebrated by 

Bishop Denis in Carlow Cathedral. 

Always an emotional evening,  the 

packed congregation in a prayerful 

setting celebrated the theme of 

“Thankfulness and how lucky to 

have something that makes saying 

goodbye so hard”.    

After mass the students and their 

families were treated to             

refreshments followed by a   

showcase of entertainment and 

reminisces of their time at  St. 

Leo’s College. 

Good wishes to all for the future. Congratulations Class of 2018! 

R etirement Wishes are foremost to mind as we bid a fond farewell and warm wishes for a long, healthy and 
happy retirement to Anne Buckeridge after 37 years of teaching at St. Leo’s College.  

Anne who hails originally from Cork, taught                
predominately in the Music Department and for many 
decades oversaw a variety of fantastic musicals such as  
Calamity Jane,  My Fair Lady, Wizard of Oz, Sound of 
Music . The annual show was always a highlight in our 
calendar and Anne ensured that not only did the show 
go on, it was a resounding success. Anne also led many 
choirs and every occasion and indeed every season in 
St. Leo’s College was celebrated through music.  Most 
of all Anne’s beautiful smile and sense of fun will be 
very much missed by us all. Anne retires now to spend 
more time with family and friends, to further develop 
her creative pastimes and maintain her magnificent 
garden.  We wish her many years to enjoy life and look 
forward to keeping in touch. 



60-Minute Classes
Having prepared extensively and researched best practice, the school will move from nine     
40-minute to six 60-minute classes next year.  The rationale for this change includes the       
following: 
 
 Continue to improve teaching and learning through a more interactive and engaging class-

room. 

 Allow additional time to foster positive relationships, employ a variety of methodologies and assist students in 
group/peer learning. 

 Develop 21st century skills of communication, collaboration, inquiry, problem solving and key skills  

 Embed pedagogical methodologies and strategies which  facilitate a more active learning environment for all 
students and staff. 

 

Teaching & Learning  
St. Leo’s College is constantly engaged in enhancing quality teaching and learning.  The school has a large group of 
volunteer staff members who have dedicated themselves to promoting excellence in Teaching and Learning at the 
school. Members are committed to improving their own practice as well as researching effective new                
methodologies and disseminating good practice among all staff and students.  Many of our teachers are engaged 
in further study, work with educational support services such as PDST, NIPT and JCT and contribute positively to 
our educational agenda. In addition, a huge number of staff are involved in a suite of extra-curricular activities 
such as gymnastics, athletics, drama and film-making, Goal, St. Vincent De Paul, Public Speaking and Gaisce.  We 
are so fortunate to have incredibly dedicated staff. 
 

Edmodo  
All teachers use Edmodo, a virtual learning environment, to collaborate and communicate 
with students. This   digital platform allows teachers post materials, resources, notes, 
homework, and educational links to the online classroom. These resources are accessible 
at all times. It is a very valuable tool that enhances the teaching and learning experience 
for both students and teachers. This year in particular, TY students and staff used Edmodo  
extremely effectively as their central communication link. This year in particular, we were 
delighted to be selected as one of twenty schools to pilot the Digital Learning Framework 
for Post-Primary Schools, in conjunction with the Department of Education and Skills, the 
Professional Development Service for Teachers and the Educational  Research Centre. 
This wonderful opportunity provided the school with support and guidance to effectively 
embed digital technologies in teaching and learning. St. Leo’s College is well resourced 
with each teacher using iPads, data projectors and a desktop computer in every          
classroom, Apple TV’s, two specialised computer rooms, a language lab, two class sets of 
iPads. The use of technology as a key resource in teaching and learning has been further 
enhanced through our participation in the Digital Learning Framework.  
 

Other Learning Experiences—JCPA 
In a new initiative this year saw the introduction of Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA).  This affords         
students an opportunity to engage with a range of other learning experiences as part of their Junior Cycle          
programme and these are recorded on their personal Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA).  Other learning 
experiences offer a critical role in ensuring that students are provided with a broad and balanced educational    
experience.  Examples of such learning experiences include participation in Scifest, Debating, Music/Choir or     
extra-curricular activities. such as membership of a club/society, leadership role and sporting activities. 
 

All 3rd Year students are reminded to complete their JCPA form and ensure it 
is returned to the office before the Summer holidays.  Completed forms will 
ensure inclusion on their official Junior Certificate results next September.  



Ambassador School Awards 
The Europa Ambassador School awards were held in Cashel during May. 
This ceremony, hosted by the European Parliament, was to acknowledge 
the work of ambassador schools in raising the profile of  topics of EU       
interest to secondary school students. Students were presented with      
certificates and a plaque by MEPs Deirdre Clune and Sean Kelly who took 
time out of their busy schedules to hold a Q&A session with the students.  

Young Economist of the Year 2018 
The 2018 Young Economist of the Year Awards 
(YEOTY), the national awards for the enjoyment and promotion of economics, took 
place in Croke Park on 2nd May. Entries from over 500 diverse and interesting concepts 
from a range of participating schools, demonstrated the appetite for exploring the    
various  areas of economics. 
From such a competitive field it was with great delight, that 6th Year student, Raena 
McElwee was announced as overall Senior Young Economist of the Year. Raena’s entry 
studied “The potential effects of rent regulation in Ireland”. At the awards ceremony 
Raena was awarded a trophy and an android tablet in addition to her gold medal. 

Public Speaking National Winners 
St. Leo's College under-15 public speaking team,  comprising of Keira Reilly 
(1F), Sophia Carberry (2B) and Edel Colgan (2B), won best team at the final of 
the Irish Federation of University Women's public speaking competition 
which was held in UCD. Having won the UCD heat of the competition, the 
three students performed exceptionally well against the winners of the    
Trinity College, Queens University Belfast, and University College Galway 
heats, and were delighted to win the final for the third time. 
 
 

Media Awards 
Category winners and runners-up for the 2018 'Let's Talk about Drugs' National Youth Media Awards revealed a 
number of winners from St. Leo’s College from a field of almost 700 entries. Successful students Courtney Collins, 
Emma Williamson, Olwyn Lawler, Khawla Yousif and Emily Miller were named as noteworthy recipients and       
collected their prizes at a ceremony hosted by the Department of Education & Skills at Marlborough Street Dublin.  
Emily is pictured here with Shane Colman (Newstalk FM) alongside a picture of her winning entry. 

 T 
ransition Year showcase was held on the afternoon of 22 May.  This opportunity allowed students to        
receive accreditation for the many new initiatives they experienced during this busy year.  Certificates were 
awarded for First Aid, Drama, Music, Coaching, Enterprise to name but a few. 

Students performed excerpts from their musical, the highlight of the year for many, spoke about their YSI project, 
Junk Kouture, Social Care module, Enrichment experience, tour to Italy and gave glowing accounts of their film 
studies endeavours. 



Schools Athletics 
A large number of athletes traveled to the Waterford IT Sports Campus to compete in the South Leinster Schools 
Track & Field Championships in early May with successful medalists then competing in the Leinster Championships 
in Santry later in the month. There were some  outstanding performances on both days with a number of athletes 
achieving Personal Bests. Some of the top results included Dami Adesina winning the junior high jump with a jump 
of 1.56m and Elsa Doyle who ran a very impressive race in the junior 800m to finish 2nd, Ciara Moore 4th in the 
U16 200m, Sheila Doyle 5th in the minor 1100m, Orla Davis 5th in the senior steeplechase, Seoighe English cleared 
1.50m in the junior high jump and Sarah Graham 2nd in Discus.   

Well Done to all the athletes that represented the school with such passion and pride.  



Italy 2018 

Ski Trip 2018 



Awards Day 2018 
The St. Leo’s College Annual Awards Day took place on Friday 25th May and once again was a fantastic 
day where the academic and extra-curricular achievements of hundreds of students were publicly 
acknowledged. The awards ceremony was interspersed with entertainment with powerful performances 
by both pupils and teachers alike, the highlight being the newly formed teacher’s choir.     
 
Awards were presented in respect of all subject areas, sporting and philanthropic activities across all year 
groups in recognition of the achievement and participation of many students.  As always there was great 
excitement at the presentation of the most prestigious awards in recognition of outstanding contribution 

across all aspects of school life. 



Huge congratulations to all recipients at our Awards Day on Friday 25th May.  Special congratulations to the     
winners of our most coveted awards.   
- Aoife Nolan & Emer Glynn, Sports Students of the Year Award 

- Toyah Salimon, Catherine McAuley Medal 

- Shauna Downey, St. Leo’s College Legacy Award—Marble Hill Award 

- Sarah Barrett, CEIST Award 

- Katie McGowan, Student of the Year 

 

 

 

 

 15 August Leaving Cert Results Issue at the School from 9.15am and online from 12 noon. 

 24 August—1st Years return    08.50am—12 noon 

 27 August—1st Years & 5th Years  08.50am—12 noon 

 28 August—1st Years & 4th Years  08.50am—12 noon 

 29 August  - 2nd Years    08.50am—12 noon  

 30 August—1st, 3rd & 6th Years  08.50am—16.00 

 31st August—All Year Groups   08.50am—13.05 

 


